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A LETTER FROM THE  PRESIDENT

I am excited to welcome you to our Massachusetts 
banquet and induction ceremony for 2014. This year 
marks the Massachusetts Chapter’s 13th class of 
inductees into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame 
(NWHOF) State Chapter program.

The NWHOF Board of Governors are grateful to 
our state chapter volunteer leaders in Massachusetts 
for reminding its wrestling community each year 
of how important it is to preserve the heritage of 
our sport’s most prominent legacy makers. Another 
individual that I would also like to thank is our 
National State Chapter Director Mike Clair, who 
is retiring this fall and will be succeeded by Krista 
Graff. Mike has been instrumental in guiding and 
mentoring our state chapter leaders across the coun-
try over the past two decades, in an effort to fulfill 
our chapter program mission that has honored 
2,230 members since its inception.

The individuals being honored here today are indeed 
members of a great mission and legacy in our sport 

Lee Roy Smith 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
NATIONAL WRESTLING 
HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM

Welcome to the 13th Honors Banquet sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame. I have participated in the previous twelve 
induction banquets, beginning with the first one in 
1999. Tonight, though, is very special for me because  
I am now serving as chapter president.

This evening is also meaningful for me because  
I have known this year’s inductees for a long time.  
I first met Greg Wilson, the athlete, in an off-season 
wrestling camp at Monomoy, and shortly afterwards 
at the Quincy YMCA. Still in high school at that time, 
Greg was already an impressive young man.

Throughout the 1980s, I learned from Larry Tremblay 
as we coached together in the Winchester wrestling 
program. Later, as the head coach at Waltham, my 
wrestlers competed against athletes coached by Mark 
Donovan (Shawsheen), Chip Dunn (Haverhill), and 
Brian Gallagher (Foxboro). Subsequently, I officiated 
many of their matches, which added another layer to 
my relationships with these fine coaches. Now, I’m 
thinking, this is really cool being part of their induc-
tion evening!

This is our third consecutive banquet at the Framingham 
Sheraton Hotel. Our chapter is pleased to continue this 
partnership and thanks the hotel for hosting a first-class 
event. This year’s banquet has two new aspects that 

Ted Neill 
PRESIDENT,  
MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER 
NATIONAL WRESTLING 
HALL OF FAME

A LETTER FROM THE  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR THE NATIONAL WRESTLING  
HALL OF FAME

and in your state. They are not only heroes to the 
people they have impacted through their work in the 
sport and beyond, but are inspirations to future gen-
erations. It is through their examples of dedication, ser-
vice, and leadership that builds and sustains our sport 
one individual, one program, and one community at 
a time. Yes, this program and our honorees from the 
state of Massachusetts are perpetuating a pay-it-for-
ward culture in our sport and in your communities.

On behalf of the Board of Governors of the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame, I want to congratulate the 
honorees being inducted today. Their names will soon 
appear in the John Vaughan Hall of Honors at the 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame Museum in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. Hopefully you will visit the Hall of Fame 
soon with your family and friends. We would love to 
see you!

In the spirit of preserving, honoring and recognizing,
Lee Roy Smith, Executive Director 

deserve mention: a buffet-style meal featuring a beef 
steamship round carving station, and a morning-after 
breakfast buffet for overnight banquet guests. 

Tonight, our chapter continues its tradition of recogniz-
ing past championship teams. Congratulations to the 
1995 Winchester state championship team, Foxboro’s 
seven state championship teams between 1996 and 
2004, Tewksbury’s 1989 state championship team, and 
Lowell’s 1989 state championship team. George Bossi, 
Lowell’s longtime coach, is also receiving special rec-
ognition for his fifty years of service to Massachusetts 
Wrestling and his fifteen years of significant contribu-
tions to the Hall of Fame Chapter.

Special thanks to the board of directors that leads the 
Massachusetts Chapter, the selection committee that 
brought forward this year’s outstanding class of hon-
orees, and the banquet committee that worked hard to 
create this evening’s entertaining program.

This year’s individual inductees and honored teams 
are exceptional. I ask that you join me in saluting their 
remarkable accomplishments and their service to the 
sport of wrestling. Tonight promises to be a most enjoy-
able evening. Please enjoy the festivities!

Ted Neill, Massachusetts Chapter President 

THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME



The mission of the Massachusetts Chapter of 
the National Wrestling Hall of Fame is to pro-
mote and strengthen the sport of wrestling in 
Massachusetts. We do this by preserving the  
history of Massachusetts wrestling, recognizing  
its excellence, and inspiring future generations  
to learn from our great sport.

Individuals who have made significant lifetime 
contributions to Massachusetts Wrestling may be 
inducted into the Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame in one of three 
categories: 

LIFETIME SERVICE TO WRESTLING: an indi-
vidual who has dedicated at least twenty years of 
meaningful service to the sport of wrestling.

MEDAL OF COURAGE: a wrestler or former wres-
tler who has overcome insurmountable challenges 
or made heroic sacrifices.

OUTSTANDING AMERICAN: a former wrestler 
who has applied lessons learned from wrestling  
to achieve notable success in another area of life. 

Our inductees are enshrined in the State Chapter 
Gallery of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame 
Museum in Stillwater OK. In the museum, our 

inductees take their rightful place alongside other 
wrestling greats from across the country who have 
contributed to the sport of wrestling. 

The DAVE SCHULTZ EXCELLENCE AWARD is 
presented by the National Wrestling Hall of Fame 
to the top wrestler from each state who displays 
outstanding character and academic performance. 
In addition, the Massachusetts Chapter selects 
exceptional student-athletes who aspire to wrestle 
in college for James Peckham Scholarships.

The MASSACHUSETTS WRESTLING ROOTS and 
the BAY STATE PRIDE awards are presented to 
individuals who have made other contributions  
to the Massachusetts wrestling community. 
Coach-of-the-year, outstanding wrestler, and 
various honors are presented to recognize stellar 
performances by athletes, officials, and coaches. 

We take great pride in the Massachusetts State 
Chapter programs, including our website  
(http://nwhof.org/massachusetts/), our spring 
awards ceremony, and our fall induction banquet. 
All of these things preserve our wrestling heri-
tage and celebrate the individuals who have made 
notable contributions to Massachusetts wrestling.

If you would like to nominate an individual for 
recognition or support the mission of the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame, please contact one of  
our members.  

Ted Neill (President)

Denis Mulvihill  
(Vice President)

Mike Stuer 
(Secretary)

Stephen Henry 
(Treasurer)

Ray Miro (Associate)

Steven Biondolillo 
(Emeritus)

Matt Quimby 
(Associate)

Tim Donovan 
(Emeritus)

Tom Bartosek

Phil Grebinar

Phil Gormley

George Bossi

Ken Carrigan

John Puleo

Rich Gorham 

Dave Ayotte

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MISSION STATEMENTTHE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
 THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME



2014 HONOREES
Greg Wilson Outstanding American
Mark Donovan Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Chip Dunn Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Brian Gallagher Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Larry Tremblay Lifetime Service to Wrestling

PAST HONOREES 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME

CLASS OF 2013
Steven H. Biondolillo, Outstanding American
Rick Bowe, Massachusetts Wrestling Roots
Carmine Colace, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Glen Doherty, Medal of Courage
Ray Miro, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Nick Zacchilli, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2012
Gary Chase, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Deke Conklin, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Tom Darrin, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Warren Farrell, Massachusetts Wrestling Roots
Phil Gormley, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2011
Fran Cranston, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Colin Kilrain, Outstanding American
Joe LeVasseur, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Dennis Puleo, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
John Puleo, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2010
Stephen Henry, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Frank Millard, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Fred Scyocurka, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Otis Tholander, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Brian Urquhart, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2009
Dave Baldanza, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Rod Buttry, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Tim Donovan, Medal of Courage
Phil Tomkiel, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Steve Ward, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2008
John Putnam, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Robert Rudolph, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Rick Sullivan, Outstanding American
Eric Turner, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2007
Norm Bouley, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Andy McNerney, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Frank Smith, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Vinnie Viglione, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2005
John McLaughlin, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Frank Millard, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Denis Mulvihill, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Bob Skelton, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Tim Walsh, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2003
Frank Ball, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Norm Collier, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Phil Grebinar, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Stan Holmes, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Alex Steinbergh, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2002
Carl Adams, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Mike Defazio, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Peter Fuller, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Dick Griffin, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Rick Moyer, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 2000
George Bossi, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Howard “Tug” Crozier, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
John Lee, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
George Myerson, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Bill White, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

CLASS OF 1999
Louis Andrews, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
John Harkness, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Ken Mallory, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
Doug Parker, Lifetime Service to Wrestling
James Peckham, Lifetime Service to Wrestling

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
George Bossi Special Appreciation
1989 Lowell  State Championship
1989 Tewksbury  State Championship 
1995 Winchester  State Championship 
1996–2004 Foxboro  State Championship



MASTER OF CEREMONIES

STEVEN H. BIONDOLILLO - MASTER OF CEREMONIES
PRESIDENT, BIONDOLILLO ASSOCIATES, INC.

Recognized for coining the term “signature event,” Steven Biondolillo is the 
nation’s leading developer of branded, large-scale special-event fundraising 
programs. Among his firm’s landmark walkathons are national leaders in the 
areas of breast cancer and hunger, and among its “signature events” are many 
national “firsts,” including the first film and video production festival for chil-
dren, holiday ornament fundraising campaign, CEO-driven literacy/mentoring 
program, and service corps focused on the cardiovascular health and wellness 
of the American public. 

Additionally, Steven has developed what is widely regarded to be the nation’s 
premiere training program in the field of special-event fundraising, and has 
trained over 12,000 nonprofit staff and volunteers. Since 1984, fundraisers 
developed by Biondolillo Associates have raised over $1 billion.

Until 1982, Steven was an elite freestyle wrestler and medalist in national and international competition, 
including the World Maccabiah Games, the Canadian University National Championships (formerly 
CIAUs), the New York Athletic Club International Tournament, the Quebec Open, and the National 
Preparatory School Championships. Additionally, he was selected to represent both the United States (2X) 
and Canada (2X) in international dual-meet competition. From 1992–1997, Steven served on the coaching 
staff of Boston College’s NCAA Division I wrestling program. In 2013, he was inducted into the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame as an “Outstanding American” from Massachusetts.

Steven’s op-ed pieces on amateur sports and child welfare have appeared in numerous publications, 
including The Wall Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, Atlanta Constitution, Miami Herald, Boston Herald, 
Boston Globe, Philadelphia Inquirer, Union Leader, and Amateur Wrestling News, and the second edition  
of his book, Macaroni and Cheese Manifesto, was published in 2013.

MONSIGNOR JOHN MCLAUGHLIN - INVOCATION  
“Father John”, as he has been affectionately known for many years, has faith-
fully served the Catholic community for almost two decades. 

Most recently, McLaughlin has been appointed as the Director of Spiritual 
Formation at Saint John’s Seminary. In 2011, McLaughlin was assigned the 
position of “Monsignor”, in honor of his outstanding service to the church. 

Since his ordainment, the Monsignor has been a spiritual advisor for numer-
ous wrestlers, coaches, and parents. John has never left the wrestling commu-
nity. In 2005, McLaughlin was inducted into the Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame for his many contributions to wrestling. 

Tonight, Monsignor John is pleased to present his friend George Bossi with a 
special recognition award and to welcome the Class of 2014 into the hall of fame.

THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
 THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME



2014 OUTSTANDING AMERICAN

Gregory Wilson 
PRESIDENT, NEEDHAM ELECTRIC SUPPLY

D. Gregory “Greg” Wilson is president of Needham Electric Supply 
Corporation headquartered in Canton, Massachusetts. Needham Electric, 
where Greg has been employed for over ten years, is a full-service electrical 
supply distributor with 28 locations in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Vermont—and is rapidly expanding. Needham customers are: commercial, 
residential and industrial contractors; institutional, industrial, original equip-
ment manufacturers, and property maintenance clients; and national retail 
accounts in all 50 states.

With total warehouse and office space exceeding 200,000 square feet, includ-
ing a 60,000 square foot central distribution center in Norwood, Needham 
Electric has one of the largest distribution networks in all of New England. 
Amongst more than 4,000 electrical distributors in the United States, 
Needham has been ranked in the top echelon since 1995 and is currently 
ranked No. 64 in revenue across the country. One of the fastest growing 
electrical supply distributors in the industry, Needham Electric has acquired 
19 new store locations and opened four ground-up stores in the past decade. 
In addition, Needham has won best-in-class industry awards for its website, 
marketing collateral, and its exponential growth. 

As Needham Electric’s president, Wilson has contributed to numerous 
manufacturers’ distributor councils. Greg currently sits on the board of 
directors and has been on other past committees for IMARK, one of the 
largest cooperative marketing groups in the world, which represents approxi-
mately $17 billion in revenue. Wilson is also a cooperator for the Braintree 
Cooperative Bank.

Greg Wilson is a 1980 graduate of Thayer Academy, a college preparatory 
school located in Braintree, MA. While attending Thayer, Greg earned varsity 
letters in wrestling, soccer and track. As a wrestler, Wilson placed in five 
consecutive Independent School (ISL) Tournaments, including a second-
place finish and two league titles. He also placed at the Prep New England 
Tournament four times, winning two Prep New England championships. 
Greg punctuated his high school career by placing fifth (freshman year) and 
finishing as runner-up (senior year) at the National Prep Tournament. A 
two-time wrestling captain, Wilson was recently inducted into the Thayer 
Academy Athletic Hall of Fame. 

After high school, Wilson attended Bridgewater State College, earning a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Physical Education in 1985. A four-year wres-
tler at Bridgewater State, Greg was a three-time New England place winner. 
While at Bridgewater, Wilson was elected team captain three times, a 

THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME

“Wilson’s wrestling career 
became the foundation upon 
which he would build his life.”



testament to the respect that Greg garnered from 
his teammates and coaches. Throughout high 
school and college, Wilson enjoyed the camara-
derie and competition that wrestling offered. 

Wilson’s wrestling career became the foundation 
upon which he would build his life. Wilson would 
frequently apply lessons learned about prepara-
tion, perseverance and hard work—especially 
hard work—to his professional life. Transferring 
those wrestling values to his work life would serve 
Greg well; he approached his business career 
with boundless enthusiasm, tireless effort, and a 
steadfast commitment to excellence. Eventually, 
this commitment would pay dividends for Wilson. 
However, before Greg achieved success in the 
business world, he would need guidance and 
inspiration from his wrestling associates.

Those influences came in the form of two out-
standing individuals: Jim Peckham and Colin 
Kilrain. Wilson had the good fortune of growing 
up in Braintree, right next door to two giants of 
the Massachusetts wrestling community. Indeed, 
while others have been honored as inductees of 
the state chapter, these two are the only indi-
viduals from Massachusetts to be inducted as 
nationwide members of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame.

Their recognition is well deserved: Peckham 
competed and coached in the Olympics, and 
founded the MA Chapter; Kilrain was a 

three-time All-American at Lehigh who became 
a highly respected Navy Seal. Back when Jim 
and Colin were both living in Massachusetts, 
Peckham was training wrestlers at the Boston 
Union and in his garage, and Colin was one 
of his best students. Another one of Coach 
Peckham’s students was Greg Wilson, a local 
wrestler whose future was molded by Peckham’s 
tutelage and Kilrain’s example.

“I am extremely fortunate to be a student, friend 
and supporter of the late James Peckham,” states 
Wilson. Coach was the person who initially orga-
nized the Massachusetts Chapter of the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame and was its first president. 
When Greg was in high school, he would run 
from his home, four miles away, to Peckham’s 

‘Earn the Right to Win’ wrestling camp. Greg, who 
had lost his dad at an early age, couldn’t afford to 
attend the full camp. That detail didn’t concern 
Jim Peckham. As Wilson says, “Coach Peckham 
never told me to leave; he always had time for me.” 
At the end of many training sessions in Coach’s 
garage or at the BYMCU, Peckham would discuss 
life’s challenges with Greg, espousing the merits 
of perseverance, unselfishness and respect for 
others. Those talks had a profound effect on Greg. 

Decades later Wilson would have the opportu-
nity to return the favor by initiating the James 
Peckham Scholarship Fund, a fund that provides 
financial assistance to Massachusetts wrestlers 

2014 OUTSTANDING AMERICAN (CONTINUED)
THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
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who aspire to wrestle in college. In Greg’s words, 
“along with Rod Buttry and Mathew Peckham, I 
am honored to sit on the Board of Directors of the 
James C. Peckham Scholarship Fund. The work 
of this fund is extremely important to me and 
my family because it embodies the great work of 
Coach Peckham—the wrestler, the scholar and the 
educator.” Coach Jim Peckham was so influential 
in Wilson’s life that he and his wife, Carole, chose 

“James” as the middle name for their son, Ethan.  

Wilson was also fortunate to grow up in the 
same hometown as Colin Kilrain, who was a few 
years older than Greg. Naturally, Greg looked 
up to Kilrain; but he wasn’t the only one who 
admired the pride of Braintree: “Although I 
didn’t know Colin that well, I can tell you that he 
influenced many local people, myself included, 
through his wrestling, his tenacity and his 
commitment to our country.” Kilrain was a role 
model to the Massachusetts wrestling commu-
nity, not only for his wrestling prowess but also 
for his integrity. Wilson recalls Colin and his 
dad offering him a ride home from a wrestling 
tournament without knowing where Greg lived, 
only to learn that they were from the same town. 
For Wilson, this unselfish act of kindness sums 
up Colin Kilrain’s personal character.

Another important influence in Wilson’s life 
was his wrestling coaches at Thayer Academy. 
Coaches Smith, Tobin, Hertrick, and Earl ran the 
gamut of introduction to the sport of wrestling, 
encouragement of Wilson’s work ethic, and zeal 
to improve. Greg took that encouragement to 
heart—excelling on the wrestling mat and turn-
ing himself into an honor student. Wilson never 
forgot what his coaches’ faith and support meant 
to his athletic and personal development. While 
in college, Wilson was able to assist the Thayer 
Academy wrestling and soccer teams as a coach. 
Greg still has strong ties to the school through his 
family’s philanthropic support of Thayer Academy. 

Greg is blessed with a wonderful family. His wife  
Carole is the definition of the perfect partner, and  
she is  an even better mother. Greg and Carole, 
together for thirty-three years, have two wonderful 
children. 

Sarah, who is  also a Thayer Academy graduate, 
is a very successful business marketing profes-
sional in Boston. Her dad often described Sarah 
as “able to do as many push ups as most guys in 
the room.” If Greg could have convinced her to 
wrestle in high school, “she surely would have 
been undefeated.” 

Ethan, a sixth grader who took up wrestling last 
spring, is now recruiting his classmates to join 
the middle school program. Greg’s parents, Dan, 
who passed away when he was two years old, and 
his mother Mary Ann have always been tremen-
dous role models. 

Wilson is grateful for the foundation that wres-
tling and its stalwarts provided him. He shudders 
to think of his life without their influences, saying 
that, “I often tell people that I would be dead or 
most certainly in jail if not for the inspiration 
and guidance that I’ve received from people like 
Coach Peckham, Bill Earl, Bill Smith, Bill Tobin, 
Chuck Hertrick, Colin Kilrain, and many more. 
These men, through their actions on and off the 
wrestling mat, have been so inspirational to so 
many, myself included, that I can’t imagine being 
where I am today without their examples of how 
to lead my life.”

In recognition of his many accomplishments as 
a respected businessman, a wrestling enthusiast, 
and an inspired philanthropist, the Massachusetts 
Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame 
is honoring D. Gregory “Greg” Wilson with its 
Outstanding American Award. 



Mark Donovan

Mark Donovan laced up his first pair of wrestling shoes in 1981 to wrestle for 
the Tewksbury Redmen, who were then coached by George “Jock” Patterson. 
Little did Mark realize that, by his junior year, he would be wrestling for a 
head coach who bore a more familiar surname—his brother Al Donovan. 
Together, the Donovan brothers perpetuated and enhanced Tewksbury’s rich 
wrestling tradition.

After captaining the Tewksbury wrestling team in his senior year of high 
school, Mark competed on the Massachusetts Junior National Team. Looking 
for an opportunity to stay involved in the great sport of wrestling, Mark 
applied for the head wrestling position at Shawsheen Valley Technical High 
School when former coach Bob Kanellas moved into an administrative posi-
tion with the school. Prior to the 1985–1986 season, Athletic Director Ron 
Nowakowski wisely selected Donovan to lead Shawsheen’s wrestling program; 
he would not regret this decision. 

Since his inaugural year, Mark has earned broad respect not only as a head 
coach but also a role model for young athletes. Donovan’s competitive 
intensity and work ethic are matched only by his desire to develop young 
athletes into productive citizens and successful adults. Mark’s drive to work 
with youth—to shape their behavior through constructive activities such as 
interscholastic athletics—was no doubt influenced by both of the full-time 
positions that he held for more than two decades.

During the day, Donavan served as the Assistant Dean of Students at 
Shawsheen Tech—a position that he still holds to this day. During the eve-
ning (after football and wrestling practice), Mark served as a deputy sheriff for 
the Middlesex County Sheriff’s Office at the Billerica House of Correction. In 
2010, Donavan retired from the sheriff’s office as a captain after 23 years of 
extraordinary service to Middlesex County. At long last, Mark had settled into 
the comfort of only one full-time position, in addition to his beloved “part-
time” coaching duties. 

As if he wasn’t already busy enough, Mark continued to compete on the 
wrestling mat throughout much of his adult life. At one time or another, 
Donovan trained at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado and competed 
in several national tournaments in freestyle and Greco-Roman. During the 
1990s, Mark won both a gold and a silver medal at the World Police and Fire 
Games. Meanwhile, Coach Donovan was building a high school wrestling 
dynasty in Billerica. 

His Shawsheen wrestlers are renowned for their peak conditioning, solid 
technique, and hard-nosed style. These are traits that reflect the personali-
ties of Coach Donovan and his long-time assistant Doug Pratt, who both 
brought their “Tewksbury-Tough” mentality to Shawsheen. This attitude is 
exemplified by the fact that Shawsheen has perennially opted to “wrestle up” 

“Donovan’s competitive  
intensity and work ethic are 
matched only by his desire  
to develop young athletes  
into productive citizens and 
successful adults.” 

LIFETIME SERVICE TO WRESTLINGTHE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
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in Division One, even though its school matricu-
lation numbers qualify the wrestling team for 
Division Two. Never one to shy away from compe-
tition, Donovan always seeks out the best teams 
and toughest tournaments to fill Shawsheen’s 
wrestling schedule.  

Everyone in Massachusetts and throughout New 
England knows that when you wrestle Shawsheen, 
you had better be in shape and you’d better be 
ready for a battle. Although his wrestlers always 
wrestled tough, Coach Donovan didn’t put up 
with any shenanigans. Sportsmanship has always 
been paramount to Mark; he’d beat you fair-and-
square, with clean, hard wrestling. Afterwards, 

“Dunny” would look you in the eye and shake your 
hand. For Mark, there is no other way to compete.

Donovan brought this same mindset to his 
positions as sheriff and dean of students; this 
approach was equally effective in those arenas. 
Arguably, Mark’s legendary exploits as a correc-
tional leader and an educator were exceeded only 
by his record as a high school wrestling coach.  
Donovan’s Shawsheen teams have accrued over 
400 dual meet victories and Mark has deserv-
edly been inducted into the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Wrestling Coaches Association 
(MIWCA) Hall of Fame. 

Donovan has twice been named coach-of-the-
year by the Lowell Sun, Boston Globe, and Boston 
Herald. Along the way, Mark’s teams have earned 
a remarkable 17 league titles. From Coach 
Donovan’s weigh-in sheets have emerged twenty-
five sectional champions, eight Massachusetts 
state champs, four all-state champs, and one New 
England champ. In 2010, his Shawsheen team 
won both individual and team sectional champi-
onships while finishing second in the state. 

Retirement from his corrections career has 
not slowed Mark’s pace. In addition to coach-
ing, Donovan contributes to the business and 
culture of Massachusetts wrestling by serving as 
a state representative in the state coaches asso-
ciation (MIWCA). In March 2014, as Mark was 
completing his 29th season as Shawsheen’s head 
wrestling coach, he was inducted into the New 
England Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Meanwhile, Mark has always retained 
his “Redmen” roots, continuing to reside in 
Tewksbury with his infinitely tolerant and beauti-
ful wife Patricia and their two athletic sons Sean 
and Matthew—both of whom excelled in three 
high school sports (football, hockey, and lacrosse). 
The entire Donovan family is proud of Mark’s 
accomplishments and humbled by his latest 
induction. 

In recognition of his many years of service to 
the sport of wrestling as a coach and mentor, the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame is honoring Mark Donovan with its 
award for Lifetime Service to Wrestling.



Chip Dunn

Chip Dunn graduated from Lowell High School and then Boston State 
College, where he played football and lacrosse, and was highly influenced by 
Coach Mac Singleton. Chip’s first coaching experience was at Chelmsford 
High School, as an assistant football coach under legendary coach Tommy 
Caito. When football season ended, Bruce Rich, Chelmsford’s head wrestling 
coach, recruited Dunn to coach the freshman wrestling team. Chip had never 
wrestled before—except in George Bossi’s gym class—but he quickly learned 
the sport and its many techniques under the watchful eye of Coach Rich. 
Dunn continued in this role for seven years, learning the sport’s nuances and 
developing his own coaching style.  

In 1986, Haverhill High School’s athletic director, John Ottaviani, offered Chip 
a job as the Hillies’ head wrestling coach. Dunn was faced with the challenge 
of turning a program on the brink of elimination into a contender within the 
rugged Merrimack Valley Conference. Over the next twenty years, Coach Dunn 
did just that. Chip created a strong booster club and established the Haverhill 
Wrestling Hall of Fame to support the wrestling program. Through persis-
tence, a love of the sport, and a genuine belief in kids, Dunn built Haverhill 
into a highly respected wrestling program.

Coach Dunn was pleased to have had help throughout his tenure from assis-
tant coaches Ted DiBurro, Brendan Parker, Chris Bernier, Brett Legault, and 
Steve Mirasolo. During this time, Chip was instrumental in establishing a 
middle school program that became a potent feeder system for Haverhill wres-
tlers. Coach Dunn also founded and directed an annual wrestling tournament 
that became a very successful and popular ‘tournament of choice’ for many 
local high school teams.  

In 2006, when Chip retired from the Haverhill head coaching position, he 
was quickly sought out by Rich Gorham, the head wrestling coach at Phillips 
Academy Andover. Dunn was a welcome addition to the Phillips Andover 
coaching staff, of which he is still a valuable member. According to Coach 
Gorham, “having Chip on my staff has been the best professional development 
I’ve ever had as a coach.”  

Throughout his 36 years as a wrestling coach, Chip forged strong friend-
ships with wrestlers, coaches, officials, and fans. Dunn’s quick wit and 
sharp tongue accompanied a fierce competitiveness that helped him develop 
countless individual league, sectional, state, and New England place winners 
and champions while building numerous championship teams. His teams 
won two state-wide sportsmanship awards, and Chip was twice selected as 
sectional coach of the year. 

“To Dunn, wrestling offers  
youngsters a path of self- 
discipline that will develop  
them into contributing citizens 
and community leaders.”
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In 1992, Dunn was named the Boston Globe 
Coach of the Year and Massachusetts Coach 
of the Year by the National Federation of State 
High School Associations (NFHS). In recogni-
tion of Chip’s contributions to wrestling, Dunn 
was inducted into the Haverhill High School 
Wrestling Hall of Fame and the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Wrestling Coaches Association 
(MIWCA) Hall of Fame.

Dunn has been teaching physical education and 
coaching three high school sports for the past 
thirty years. In addition to his storied wrestling 
career, Chip has taught physical education in 
Haverhill and coached baseball (Haverhill and 
Chelmsford) and football (Haverhill, Chelmsford, 
Amesbury, Whittier Tech and Phillips Academy). 
Not one to be idle, Coach Dunn has also been an 
active member of the MIWCA executive board, 
serving on the ethics committee and acting as a 
sectional representative for many years. 

Chip Dunn was known to be a demanding 
wrestling coach, especially during those brutal 
‘money in the bank’ training sessions. However, 
Chip’s wrestlers learned to appreciate the value 
of those conditioning sessions, especially when 
the third period of a match was at hand and they 
had the stamina to finish the match strongly. 
With a lot of hard work from his wrestlers 
complementing Dunn’s hard-nosed, disciplined 
style of coaching, Chip amassed 258 wins as 
Haverhill’s wrestling coach.

While Chip’s coaching style often seemed rough 
and uncompromising, many of his wrestlers 
experienced the personal and compassionate 
side of Coach Dunn. To this day, they realize 
that Chip was concerned about them as both 
individuals and athletes. To Dunn, wrestling 
offers youngsters a path of self-discipline that 
will develop them into contributing citizens and 
community leaders. After graduation, many of his 

former wrestlers returned as volunteer coaches, 
encouraging younger wrestlers to follow in their 
footsteps. It is a tribute to Chip that these men 
wanted to give back some of what Dunn, as their 
coach, had given them. 

Chip is honored to be inducted into the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. He is grateful to the two 
most important people in his life, who helped 
make his induction possible: Cheryl, his wife of 
31 years, and Jill, his daughter. They have always 
been there for Chip and have always understood 
and accepted the commitment and dedication 
required to be an effective high school coach.  

In recognition of his many years of service to 
the sport of wrestling as a coach and mentor, the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame is honoring Chip Dunn with its 
award for Lifetime Service to Wrestling. 



Brian Gallagher

For the better part of a decade, around the turn of the last century, Coach 
Brian Gallagher and his Foxboro wrestling teams reached heights that few 
programs have ever seen. Brian, better known as “Gal”, had instilled his 
breed of toughness and relentless work ethic into those Warrior teams. 
They responded by serving notice to the Hockomock League and the rest of 
Massachusetts that Foxboro Wrestling was a force to be reckoned with.

Gallagher was born and raised in Foxboro, Massachusetts, in a family of 
rough-and-tumble brothers. He attended the local high school and played 
football and wrestled for Foxboro High. Gal is quick to admit that he wasn’t 
really a star on the wrestling mat, but it was during this time that Brian fell 
in love with the world’s oldest sport.

Upon graduation from high school, Gal left his home town to attend Siena 
Heights University in Michigan. During his freshman year at Siena, a 
friend approached Brian with an opportunity that would ultimately change 
his life. Gal was offered his first coaching job as an assistant at Morenci 
(MI) High School, where he helped lead the wrestling team to the 1982 
Class B Michigan State Championship.

After earning a degree in Criminal Justice from Siena, Gal returned home 
and began a career in law enforcement. While working as a prison guard, 
Brian started the wrestling program at Sharon High School. After four 
seasons of progress with the fledgling Sharon program, Gal took his dream 
coaching job—head wrestling coach at his alma mater, Foxboro High 
School. By then, Gallagher had also become a Foxboro police officer; in 
many ways, Gal had truly come home.

For the next eleven years, Gal’s Foxboro Warriors would enjoy unparalleled 
success. Under Gallagher’s leadership and with assistance from Coach Jim 
Fraser, those Foxboro teams would win seven straight sectional champion-
ships, earn six state championships, and churn out a staggering number of 
individual championships. During Gal’s tenure, his Foxboro teams pro-
duced 56 sectional champions, five Lowell Holiday champs, nineteen state 
champions, three all-state champs, and one New England champion.

In the midst of Foxboro’s streak, Massachusetts initiated the All-State tour-
nament, bringing together the top wrestlers from all three divisions. When 
it was decided that no team scores would be kept for this tournament, some 
postulated that this decision was due to Foxboro’s dominance during this 
era. The legacy of no team scoring at the All-State tournament is still some-
times referred to as “the Foxboro Rule.”

Stepping down after yet another state title at Foxboro in 2001, Gal took 
a short break from coaching. The following year, he returned to the mat, 
taking the reins of a struggling Walpole program that had only seven 

“During his career, Brian was the 
architect of no less than four 
wrestling powerhouse programs.”
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wrestlers. With the help of several former 
Foxboro wrestlers, Brian turned Walpole into a 
very competitive team that would yield two indi-
vidual state champions.

After six seasons in Walpole, Gal would once 
again step down from a winning program that 
he had built. Brian was now focused on spend-
ing more time with his daughter Courtney and 
his three sons Ryan, Brett, and Evan. Two of the 
boys—Ryan and Brett—had been wrestling for 
Gallagher and his good friend Pat Coleman in 
the Norton Youth Wrestling program. 

By the time Pat’s and Brian’s sons had reached 
high school age, the two coaches had joined 
forces to establish a wrestling program at Norton 
High School. Not surprisingly, Gal couldn’t pass 
up the opportunity to coach his sons and contrib-
ute his wealth of knowledge to a new wrestling 
program. Those Norton teams would flourish 
under the tutelage of Coleman and Gallagher, 
earning three league championships and a state 
dual meet title.

It was during the years at Norton that Brian 
enjoyed his proudest moments in wrestling. 
Contributing to the development of another 
winning program while seeing his son Brett earn 
two sectional and two state championships was 
the culmination of Gal’s coaching career. After 
more than two decades as a wrestling coach and 
21 years as a head coach, Gallagher had left an 
indelible mark on Massachusetts wrestling. He 
is proud of the effort and heart displayed by all of 
his wrestlers that stepped onto the mat, each of 
whom were successful in their own way. Brian’s 
legacy is evidenced by the eighteen former wres-
tlers who went on to become coaches, eight of 
them serving as head coaches. 

During his career, Brian was the architect of no 
less than four wrestling powerhouse programs; 
he won more than 200 dual meets and developed 
countless individual and team champions. All 
the while, Gallagher was a positive role model 

for his wrestlers, a coach who focused on his 
athletes’ personal success even more than their 
wrestling achievements. Over the years, Gal was 
named sectional coach-of-the-year seven times, 
state coach-of-the-year four times, and Boston 
Globe Coach of the Year three times. In recog-
nition of his accomplishments, Gallagher was 
inducted into the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Wrestling Coaches Association (MIWCA) Hall of 
Fame in 2011.

Gal is now retired from coaching and law 
enforcement. He still resides in Foxboro, where 
he enjoys spending time with his family. In rec-
ognition of his service to the sport of wrestling as 
a coach and mentor, the Massachusetts Chapter 
of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame is honor-
ing Brian Gallagher with its award for Lifetime 
Service to Wrestling. 



Lawrence Tremblay

Lawrence Tremblay, who is affectionately known in the Massachusetts 
wrestling community as “the Legend”, attended North Reading High School, 
where he was a three-sport athlete who excelled in football, track, and wres-
tling. A hard-hitting, two-way football player during the fall, Tremblay was 
eventually inducted into the North Reading Football Hall of Fame. Larry’s 

“Legend”, however, was born on the North Reading wrestling mat during his 
high school winter seasons. A three-time wrestling team captain, Larry was 
North Reading’s first league champion and first sectional place finisher.

After high school, Tremblay brought his mat talents to Springfield College, 
where he was a key member and senior tri-captain of a wrestling power-
house that won four consecutive New England titles. The team was led  
by hall-of-fame coach Doug Parker, a father figure who groomed Larry 
for his own coaching career. Parker was ably assisted by Coach James 
Anderson, who pushed Tremblay and his Springfield teammates beyond 
their perceived limits. 

Those Springfield teams were considered to have some of the best wres-
tling talent to ever come out of New England, with the likes of Vic Bueller, 
Thomas Lachiusa, Rich Munroe, Nick Porillo, Doug Leroy, Sean Bilodeau, 
Jay Mulligan, Bill Fiore, and Olympic champion Jeff Blatnick. The 

“Legend” was no slouch amongst these wrestling elite, winning the 1976 
Saratoga (NY) Open and twice qualifying for nationals by earning All-New 
England honors. 

Tremblay attributes much of his collegiate success to his drilling partner 
Phil Capodilupo, training sessions with Olympic coach Jim Peckham 
and his close friend Sean Bilodeau, and intense off-season workouts with 
outstanding collegiate wrestlers from Lowell, Tewksbury, and Chelmsford. 
Larry also credits Nick Porillo, the ‘best wrestler he ever competed with’, for 
teaching him the “Winchester takedown”.

Upon graduation from college, Tremblay embarked on a career as a 
wrestling official while competing in freestyle and Greco-Roman tourna-
ments. Larry would continue to wrestle competitively for several years, 
punctuated by his gold and bronze medals at the 1989 World Police and 
Fire Games in Vancouver (Canada). With his competitive background as 
an elite wrestler and some tutelage from hall-of-famers George Bossi and 
Nick Zacchilli, Larry quickly rose through the officiating ranks. Tremblay 
worked several state and New England tournaments and earned multiple 
official-of-the-year awards during a seven year stint as a referee, further 
expanding the “Legend.” 

LIFETIME SERVICE TO WRESTLING

“For the next three-plus 
decades, Tremblay inspired  
his wrestlers to greatness  
and entertained coaches,  
officials, wrestlers, and fans 
along the way.”
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After highly successful careers as a competitor 
and an official, Larry next put his energies into 
coaching. As it turned out, the Massachusetts 
wrestling landscape would never be the same. 
For the next three-plus decades, Tremblay 
inspired his wrestlers to greatness and enter-
tained coaches, officials, wrestlers, and fans 
along the way. Always enjoying the personal 
interaction as well as the wrestling competition, 
the “Legend” could often be found matside with 
a smile on his face. With his vast knowledge 
and contagious personality, Larry won often and 
made friends with virtually everyone.

Tremblay’s first coaching job was at his alma 
mater, North Reading High School, where 
Larry took over a talented team from hall-of-
fame coach Eric Turner. Coach Tremblay led 
North Reading to a 13-2 record in his first year, 
with his only losses to perennial powerhouses 
Masconomet and North Andover, who were 
coached by hall-of-famers Dennis Puleo and 
Howard “Tug” Crozier, respectively.

After that first year of coaching, Boston Globe 
sportswriter Jerry Nason (who was a family 
relative) encouraged Tremblay to apply for the 
open wrestling coach’s position at Winchester 
High School. Larry took the advice and the 
rest, as they say, is history. The “Legend” took 
the reins from coach Bob Tufts and, led by 
state and New England champion Gary Errico, 
Winchester would finish the season with an 11-5 
record. Amazingly, the 1980–1981 season would 
be the lowest seasonal winning percentage of 
Tremblay’s illustrious coaching career; Larry has 
never suffered a losing season during his 35-year 
coaching career.

His Winchester teams have been consistent win-
ners throughout Tremblay’s tenure, a reflection 
on all of his hard-working assistant coaches over 
the years, particularly Ted Neill, Mike Kelley, Ross 
Ickes, Mike Sullivan and Eric “Bubba” Johnson, as 
well a slew of other alumni and family members. 
During that time, the “Legend” has amassed an 
incredible dual meet record of 643-85-5, making 
him the second-winningest wrestling coach in 
Massachusetts schoolboy history. 



Along the way, Larry’s teams have won two 
Lowell Holiday tournaments and finished in the 
top ten in New England four times. Tremblay’s 
Winchester teams have earned a remarkable 21 
league titles in the highly competitive Middlesex 
League and vied for sectional and state team 
championships virtually every year. 

Larry’s teams enjoyed winning streaks of 56 
league matches from 1994–2000 and 68 over-
all matches between 2006–2009. Winchester 
finished first or second in the state twelve times, 
including back-to-back state championships in 
2007–2008. Two special championship teams 
were the 1985 and 1995 teams, which have now 
both been honored by the Massachusetts Chapter 
of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Tremblay had the pleasure and privilege to coach 
six high school All-Americans, including his own 
son Travis, who is Winchester’s all-time wins 
and pins leader and currently serves as an assis-
tant coach with his father. Tremblay will always 
cherish the strong bond between father and son 
that was built throughout Travis’ career. 

Larry is thankful for all of the support that he 
has received from his family members, who 
understood Larry’s passion for wrestling and 
were equally committed to his career. His wife 
Dawn, in particular, has been a devoted partner 
who played the role of both parents during many 
long wrestling seasons. His mom, Pat Tremblay, 
has always been his No. 1 fan, along with his dad, 
who passed away after Travis’ senior year. Larry 
is extremely pleased to have his daughter Lorelle 
present him for induction into the Massachusetts 
Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame.

Tremblay is proud to have coached Winchester 
wrestlers like Glen Doherty, a former Navy SEAL 
and Outstanding American Award winner who 
gave his life in service to our country. Others who 
epitomize the success that Winchester wrestling 
fosters are Kofi Kingston, a professional wrestling 
superstar, and Dr. Jeff Foster, a renowned author-
ity on avian diseases. 

Larry is grateful for the many friendships that he 
has made throughout his journey as a wrestler, 
official, and coach, particularly those with his 

student-athletes. He considers it a privilege 
to have had the opportunity to shape legions 
of young wrestlers into successful individuals, 
especially those from families with multiple 
wrestlers. Tremblay treasures his many wonder-
ful memories and positive experiences with all of 
his current and former wrestlers, and is pleased 
to share his hall-of-fame recognition with them. 

In recognition of his many years of service to the 
sport of wrestling as a wrestler, official, coach, 
and mentor, the Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame is honoring 
Larry “Legend” Tremblay with its award for 
Lifetime Service to Wrestling. 
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PECKHAM SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME

2014 Christian Monserrat Methuen High School
2013 Leo Trindade Billerica High School
2012 Jeffrey Ott Belmont Hill School
2011 Kyle Visconti Malden Catholic High School
2010 Derek Papagianopoulos Buckingham, Browne & Nichols
2009 Miguel Guzman Greater Lawrence High School
2008 John Sughrue  Methuen High School
2007 Sean Bilodeau Brooks School
2006 Brian Sheehan Lowell High School 
2005 Casey Boyle Lowell High School
2004 Joe Fendone  Central Catholic High School
2003  Mike Arone  Waltham High School
2002  Mike Pedro  St. John’s Preparatory School
2001  Mike Parziale  Woburn High School
2000  Steve Heleniak  Franklin High School
1999  Nathan Cote  St. John’s Preparatory School
1998  Mark Laramee  Rockland (Northeast Regional Winner)
1997  Conan Leary  Tabor Academy

DAVE SCHULTZ AWARD THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF 
THE NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME

The Peckham Family would like to recognize the past recipients of the  
James C. Peckham Scholarship Award:

AWARD YEAR RECIPIENT HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE

2014 Chris Sullivan Canton High School Coast Guard Academy

2014 Christian Vallis Phillips Andover Academy Johns Hopkins University

2013 Aaron Conrad Bridgewater-Raynham High School Boston University

2013 Ryan Neals North Andover High School University of Massachusetts

2013 Jim Ryan Dracut High School Roger Williams College

2013 Mike Stewart Dracut High School Ellsworth Community College

2013 Geoff Verallis Northfield Mount Hermon School Drexel University

2012 Logan David King Philip High School Cornell University

2012 Mike Mui Hingham High School Merchant Marine Academy

2012 Ryan O’Boyle Central Catholic School McDaniel College

2012 Jeffrey Ott Belmont Hill School Harvard University

Through their actions and their character, these young men are perpetuating the  
legacy of James Peckham, the founder of the Massachusetts Chapter of the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. Coach Peckham believed in the power of education and  
understood the value of wrestling as a foundation upon which to build one’s life. 



The Lowell High School wrestling program is 
often referred to as a dynasty. The 1989 Lowell 
team certainly contributed to that legacy. The ‘89 
team won the Commonwealth Cup, the Division 
1 North Sectional, and Division 1 State tourna-
ments. Finishing with a dual meet record of 17-1, 
the Lowell ’89 squad captured Lowell’s tenth state 
title under legendary coach George Bossi.

At the beginning of the season, Coach Bossi was 
quoted in the Lowell Sun as saying, “We’ve got 
some good wrestlers, but I don’t know how many 
great wrestlers. Whether we can aspire to great-
ness or not, I don’t know.” As it turned out, the ’89 
Lowell team was indeed destined for greatness.

Captain Billy Sullivan, a returning state champion, 
was the star of the team. Sullivan had an impres-
sive season, winning both state and New England 
heavyweight championships. John Quigley, whose 
victory in the state finals secured the team title, 
won a state championship at 160 pounds. 

Captains Derek Heath (135 lbs) and Paul Siopes 
(130 lbs) played key roles for the team, earning 
fourth and fifth place finishes, respectively, at 
states. In a testament to the competitiveness of 
the state tournament, the ’89 team won its title 
with only four place finishers. 

Throughout the season, seniors Rob Poindexter, 
Jay Gauthier, Mark Jodoin, and Greg Hoag were 
starters and major contributors during Lowell’s 
championship run. Also contributing to the 
‘89 team were Mark Dubois, Hermon Sousa, 
Brett Dowling, Paul Thompson, Tim O’Keefe, 
Marc Thomas, Spiro Skinsacos, Ted Nunes, 
Rath Chhun, Chris Gauthier, Henri Asselin, Jeff 
O’Connor, Tom Finneral, Mike Illg, and assistant 
coach Tim Heitzman.

When the book was closed on the wrestling 
season, the 1989 Lowell team had answered their 
coach’s question about the team’s aspirations, 
taking their rightful place amongst the great 
championship teams in Lowell wrestling history.  

1989 Lowell Championship Team

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS



George Bossi – 
Lowell Wrestling Coach
For more than fifty years, Bossi has shaped the 
sport of wrestling and influenced virtually every-
one involved in our great sport. George has done 
this as a coach, official, athletic director, commis-
sioner of officials, founder of the Lowell Holiday 
Tournament, and founding member of the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame. 

For the record, there are coaches who have accu-
mulated more dual meet wins and longer winning 
streaks than Bossi. But George doesn’t mea-
sure success by won-loss records or undefeated 
seasons; he sets loftier goals for his teams. He 
measures it with championships —individual and, 
more importantly, team titles. 

To Coach Bossi, the dual meet season is just 
a tune-up for the post-season. As tournament 
time draws near, Bossi’s legendary practices are 
supplemented with running sessions. He trains 
his teams to peak in February and March and 
schedules the toughest opponents that he can 
find. As George puts it, “if you want to be the best, 
you have to wrestle the best.”

By setting high standards, George brings out the 
best in his wrestlers. He teaches the value of hard 
work and the importance of preparation; and 
instills a self-confidence that serves his wres-
tlers throughout their entire lives. George’s most 
enduring memories will always be of the young 
athletes that he has molded into men. 

However, Bossi is not just concerned with his 
Lowell wrestling teams. He is equally focused on 
promoting and growing the sport of wrestling. 
Over the years, George has become a role model, 
a resource, and an inspiration for his fellow 
coaches. Bossi has raised the bar in Massachusetts 
high school wrestling in terms of knowledge and 
sheer hard work. Coaches came to realize that if 
they were going to beat Lowell, they had better 
expand their understanding of the sport and work 
just as hard as George. 

In addition to his coaching prowess, George was 
an outstanding referee who mentored hundreds 
of officials throughout his career. In 1973, Bossi 
organized the Massachusetts wrestling officials 
association, ultimately serving as commissioner 
of officials—a position that he continues to hold 
to this day. For more than fifty years, George has 
performed the thankless job of scheduling refer-
ees, handling the constant stream of cancellations 
and rescheduling, changing venues and starting 
times, and unending complaints from coaches 
and officials. 

When Jim Peckham began planning for the future 
Massachusetts Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame, he immediately contacted Bossi to 
ask for his help. For the past sixteen years, George 
has contributed to the hall of fame organization 
as it has grown to become an integral part of the 
Massachusetts wrestling community and the 
national wrestling landscape. 

No one has done more for our great sport than 
Bossi, or done it with George’s flair. Early on, he 
recognized the unique opportunity that wrestling 
presents to build character in young people. Over 
the last half-century, Bossi has touched the lives of 
thousands of wrestlers, coaches, officials, parents, 
and fans. George set in motion the growth of 
wrestling in Massachusetts. That is the legacy of 
this exceptional man. 

1989 Lowell Championship Team
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CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS

Winchester wrestling teams are expected to 
win, period. The 1995 team didn’t take this 
responsibility lightly. They were a tenacious 
group of individuals, whose “refuse to lose” 
attitude propelled them to an 18-0 undefeated 
season that was capped off with a Middlesex 
League crown, a sectional title and, ultimately, a 
state championship. 

From the outset, as freshmen, the 1995 team 
was inspired by their Winchester predecessors. 
They were in awe of all of the accomplished 
teams and individuals that had come before 
them. Those teams, like this one, were led by 
Coach Larry Tremblay, whose commitment 
to the sport was infectious. Tremblay’s fierce 
determination made any wrestler that was part 
of the Winchester wrestling program a winner 
by default. Most teams said they “had practice” 
each day, but the Sachems were on a mission to 
leave everything they had on the mat each and 
every day. True grit and determination were the 
hallmarks of the storied Winchester wrestling 
program, and every wrestler on the ’95 team felt 
an obligation to contribute to something great. 

The 1995 Winchester wrestling team was, 
in every sense, a unified group that expected 
to win every time it stepped on the mat. 
Disappointing their coach, their hometown, or 
one another was not an option in their quest to 
be the best. Like most great achievements, the 
road was fraught with trials, none more demor-
alizing than the 1993 Burlington dual meet. An 
intense battle came down to the final weight 
class, and Burlington eventually came out as 
victors. It was truly a watershed moment for the 
entire Winchester team and motivated the team 
for years to come. 

After that experience, the 1995 Winchester 
team went on to win 36 consecutive matches, 
two league titles, sectional team and individual 
championships, and solidified their place in 
Sachem history with a team state champion-
ship. Winchester would crown two individual 
state champions in the process—John Worthen 
and Dan Boffo. Frank Fodera, one of the most 
accomplished wrestlers in Winchester history, 
had a breakout season as a sophomore. 

The ’95 team was led by quad-captains Wes 
Matthews, Anthony Feola, Dan Boffo, and John 
Worthen, as well as seniors Michael Clare, 
Mike Marino, Dave Drazen, and Nathaniel 
Haskel. Instrumental roles were filled by Artie 
Carr (outstanding wrestler in the sectional 
tournament who missed States) and assistant 
coach Ross Ickes. Contributing to this team for 
the ages were Marc Gattineri, Alex Scopton, 
John Leavitt, Dave Van Aken, Kenney Keene, 
Andrew Rotundi, Mark Gattineri, John Leavitt, 
Paul Kuttner, Steven Deering, Ryan Duffy, 
Rich Raymond, Dan Arria, Neil McLellan, 
Joe Murphy, Justin Pickering, Bill Bing, Chris 
Vitale, and Mike Cella.

The 1995 Winchester state championship team 
was more than a team; it was like a family. With 
an unspoken commitment to Coach Tremblay, 
each other, and what would eventually become 
a defining moment in all of their lives, this 
team proved that anything is possible. 

1995 Winchester Championship Team



1995 Winchester Championship Team



1996–2004 Foxboro Championship Team

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS

Some say that the perfect storm only happens 
once in a lifetime. Well, that so-called storm 
came to the small town of Foxboro, in the form of 
dominant wrestling. The storm lasted for nearly a 
decade, and left a dynasty in its wake.

From 1996 to 2004, Foxboro’s wrestling teams 
won eight state championships. During that era, 
Foxboro competed with the best teams in the 
state and beat them all. Those Foxboro teams 
were somewhat overlooked in the Massachusetts 
wrestling community, perhaps because they rep-
resented such a small town. Looking back, their 
success is now unquestioned, and ultimately their 
accomplishments established Foxboro’s 1996-
2004 teams as one of the greatest dynasties in 
Massachusetts state wrestling history. 

In the early 1990s, the Foxboro wrestling teams 
were on the cusp of being very good. What hap-
pened next, nobody could have predicted, except 
maybe the wrestlers and the coaches themselves. 
For several years, Foxboro would rule the roost of 
Massachusetts wrestling. Their teams were filled 
with some of the best athletes in town, along with 
a lot of decent athletes and bunch of tough kids. 

During the early years of the Foxboro dynasty, 
the wrestling team trained in a tiny room located 
in the bowels of the high school. Later, the team 
would move into a small classroom with padded 
walls that was converted into a makeshift wres-
tling room. Within those walls, a dynasty was 
born, bred through sweat, tears, and hard work, 
and inspired by coaches Brian Gallagher, Bob 
Moreshead, and Jim Fraser.

Despite their success, the Foxboro wrestling 
teams were still seeking respect within the school 
community, which seemed to be reserved for 
high-profile sports like football and basketball. 
Perhaps this perceived lack of respect fostered the 
tight-knit bond amongst the Foxboro wrestlers. 
Those teams became a family and their team-
mates were like brothers. From the biggest senior 
to the littlest eighth-grader, they watched out for 
each other and stood together. 

Even after years of success, Foxboro’s wrestling 
teams were still seen as a rag-tag bunch by outsid-
ers. The wrestlers didn’t always look the part, but 
they were a team to be reckoned with. Foxboro 
would show up, win convincingly, and leave oppo-
nents shaking their heads. They made believers 
out of their opponents because they wrestled like 
champions throughout that dominant era.

As the state championships piled up over the 
years, and the trophies took over the wrestling 
room, those Foxboro teams pushed on, never 
satisfied with yesterday’s accolades. Yes, there 
were other sports in the off-season, and clubs, 
and activities and, finally, girlfriends. But above 
all else, in that modest wrestling room in Foxboro 
High School and in gymnasiums throughout the 
state, the 1996-2004 Foxboro wrestling teams were 
a family—and a dynasty.



1996–2004 Foxboro Championship Team
  

CONGRATULATIONS
TO COACH BRIAN GALLAGHER 
AND THE FOXBORO WARRIORS 
STATE CHAMPS 1996-2004

Foxboro Police Department and Canton Wrestling



Tewksbury 1989

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS

Going into the season, the 1989 Tewksbury 
High School wrestling team had big shoes to 
fill. The 1988 Tewksbury team had enjoyed an 
excellent year, producing three individual state 
champions, and placing second as a team in 
both the Division 2 State and the New England 
tournaments. 

As it turned out, the 1989 wrestling team 
would write its own entry into the Tewksbury 
record books. With a great mix of seniors 
and underclassmen, the ’89 team was led by 
captains and returning state champions Dave 
Carciofi (HWT) and Tom Aylward (160 lbs). 
Pre-season anticipation was dampened, how-
ever, when two key members—captain Tom 
Aylward and senior Keith Sullivan—were lost 
to injury for most of the season.  

Undeterred, the ’89 team finished the season 
with a flourish, winning the MVC league crown, 
the Division 2 North Sectional title, and the 
Division 2 State championship. Every Tewksbury 
wrestler who competed in the state tournament 
scored points, contributing to the first and only 
state championship in school history for the 
sport of wrestling. The team was guided by 
Boston Globe Coach-of-the-Year Al Donovan and 
his assistant coach, Scott Tremlett.

David Carciofi, a three-time state champion 
who won a New England championship in 
1989, was not the only Tewksbury wrestler 
to earn post-season accolades. The ’89 team 
won the team title with no less than six team 
members placing in the state tournament. 
Key contributors were David McCallom (state 
runner-up), Tom Aylward (3rd), Joe Gennetti 
(5th), Brian Smith (5th), and Abe Mills (5th). 

Also contributing to this “Tewksbury-tough” 
team-for-the-ages were Matt Freitag, Chris 
Horgan, Hugh Fitzpatrick, Joe Belinski, Tom 
Canerelli, Jamie Rogers, Dave Bell, C.L. Mills, 
Brian Raymond, Steve Lavallee, Ted Fazio, 
Larry Rogers, Jay Arsenault, Tom Giles, Shawn 
Rogers, Mike Morin, Jay Anzivino, Rich 
Proulx, Dan Gillette, Mike Craven, Walter Jop, 
Andy Defelice, and Keith Sullivan. 



Tewksbury 1989
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FRIENDS OF 
SHAWSHEEN 
WRESTLING 

CONGRATULATE 
MARK DONOVAN 

HALL OF FAME COACH 
 

 
TEWKSBURY PAL 
CONGRATULATES  
AL DONOVAN AND 
1989 TEWKSBURY 
STATE CHAMPIONS 



Please Join Us as We Celebrate the Coaching  
Career of George Bossi With a Film Premiere  

of “The Bossi Movie” 

Saturday November 22, 4:00 & 5:00 p.m., Lowell Showcase Cinemas 

Coach Bossi, 
You taught us the importance of hard work, you inspired us to be  

our best, you made us into champions, and you molded us into men.

Thank you, Coach, for being such a  
wonderful mentor and role model.

- The 1989 Lowell High School Wrestling Team

George Bossi is the beloved patriarch of the Lowell wrestling family; many of 
his wrestlers think of him as a second father. Since his arrival in 1964, George 
has built Lowell into one of the most respected wrestling programs in Mas-
sachusetts. During that time, Bossi has changed the landscape of high school 
wrestling and influenced the lives of generations of brothers, cousins, fathers, 
and sons who have had the privilege of wrestling for “Coach.” 



Chip, Cheryl and daughter Jill Dunn’s Family:  George and Sally Enos, Dale Enos, Susan Enos, Erin Walsh, Ryan and 
Rachel Walsh, Betty and Gene Mattterazzo, Diane Dunn and Pat Ceflay, Frank and Neale Dunn, 

Robin and Mike Yabut, and Nahil and Erik Hays

The Haverhill Wrestling Community proudly supports your induction into the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame – 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

CHIP DUNN!
Wrestling has been lucky to have the likes of Chip Dunn,

A strong and faithful leader who knows how to get things done.

He wants everyone to think he has this real tough hide,

But I’m letting the secret out, he has a soft inner side.

He may yell when you’re competing or throw a thing or two,

But it’s because he cares so much and wants the win for you.

He is always there for you; he stands with you I know for sure,

He goes the extra mile and then a couple more.

He’s interested in your wrestling; he loves when you work hard,

He checks on academics; he studies each report card.

Add many hours to the time you spend practicing in the gym,

And maybe you’ll get close to the hours spent by him.

He doesn’t just ask for your sacrifice, he does what he has to do,

To make the wrestling program just right for each of you.

Success isn’t measured by winning; it’s growing in spite of strife,

Knowing how to win and lose are lessons that last through life.

Chip Dunn has been honored before, but you would never know,

Keeping a low profile is how he chooses to go.

People talk about wins and losses but, 

that’s no measure of a man,

Chip’s success is seen in the wrestlers, 

he taught to believe, “I Can!”

    (JAZ)          

Cheryl Dunn
Jill Dunn
Brett Legault
Peter Shanahan
Brian and Karen Urquhart 
John and Mary Ellen Ottaviani
Rich Gorham
Doug Currier
Ted DiBurro 
David and Carolina Leonardo
Mickey and Anne Lawlor
Dan Purpura
Mike Lawlor
Nick Wormald
Tim and Kendra Lawlor
Bill Mears Sr.

Patrick Lawlor
Bill Mears Jr.
Joe Delgrosso and Bianca Graffam
Jen Mears Esdale
Art and Judi Zaino
Jean Rubino
Mike Zaino and Laura Parks
Jason and Keri-Lyn Rubino
Gary and Helena Zaino
Mark Traficante
Wayne and Linda Jalbert
Chris and Lisa Childers
Tim Jalbert
Tom Holt
Steve and Amy Mirasolo
Derek Delacadena

Chris Bernier
Kevin Portnoy
David and Barbara MacKinnon 
Harry Takesian 
Eric MacKinnon 
Dave Guselli 
Dave and Dawn Prescott 
Doug Burrill
Gonzalo Delacadena and Lina Bartow 
George Bossi
John Daneau
Chris Laganis
Lance Pettis
John McHale



Now that you are in the hall of fame,  
maybe you’ll relax a little this season? 

 – The 2014/15 Wrestling Team Parents 



There aren't enough words to capture what 
you have meant to us and to WHS Wrestling. 
You truly are a LEGEND! You introduced us all 
to this great sport; you taught us, pushed us, 
and shaped our lives. Your impact has been 

incalculable, and deeply appreciated. As young 
men we were in awe of you; as grown men, 
we look back with undying gratitude for the 

impact you have had on our lives!  
 

Thank you, Coach, for everything!!! 
Scott Carzo , Roger Baldacci, Dom DiVincenzo, Dean Jackson, 

Anthony Mercado, Joe Lawrence, Glenn Richmond, Rob 
Anderson, Chad Haskell, Bruce Schwartzman, Andrew 

Lowenstein, Greg Doherty, Stephen McCarthy, Charlie Cowen, 
Paul Murray, Alex Puchulu, Chris Cholmondeley, The Thillys 



MARK, CHIP, BRIAN, LARRY, AND GREG

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR  
INDUCTION INTO THE  

NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME 
 

MIWCA
Massachusetts Interscholastic  
Wrestling Coaches Association 

  MARK DONOVAN  CHIP DUNN

  BRIAN GALLAGHER LARRY TREMBLAY

  GREG WILSON  GEORGE BOSSI

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

TO MASSACHUSETTS WRESTLING

From Your Friends In The Striped Shirts





CONGRATULATIONS  

to the outstanding  

individuals being  

recognized this evening. 

Thank you for making a 

difference for the sport  

of wrestling!

Based in  
New Bedford, MA, 
we are a leading  
manufacturer of 
innovative time and 
labor-saving wiring 
methods including 
MC & AC Cables, 
Modular Wiring 
solutions, Liquidtight 
and Flexible  
metal conduits.

Leviton Manufacturing  
Congratulates  

the 2014 James C. Peckham  
Scholarship Recipients

• Automation

• Connected Home

• Electric Vehicle Charging

• Electrical Wiring Devices

• Lighting Controls

• Network Solutions

• Security

• Submetering

• Surge Protective Devices

• Temporary Power
leviton.com





Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems  

would like to recognize  

the lifetime achievements of  

Coach Jim Peckham  

and how instrumental he was  

to so many people  

through the sport of wrestling.

Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems is a division of Hubbell Incorporated, an international manufacturer of quality 

electrical and electronic products for a broad range of non-residential and residential construction, industrial and 

utility applications. Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems offers a wide array of electrical and electronic wiring devices, 

wire management systems, occupancy sensors, lighting controls and specialized wiring products for the marine and 

healthcare markets. 

Residential, Commercial and Industrial
Wherever you go, we’re lighting the way.

Juno Lighting Group is proud to recognize the
lifetime achievements of Coach Jim Peckham.

Massachusetts Chapter AD_Tim Rooney.indd   1 9/17/14   9:58 AM



                                        

Boston Light Source represents manufacturers offering sustainable lighting and controls solutions  
with a perceptible advantage for the coordination of lighting with architecture.

We would like to thank the Massachusetts Chapter of the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame and one of its chief founding fathers,  

Jim Peckham for all they have done to foster wrestling in the region 
and to promote the character of those involved and associated  

with wrestling.  

KAF would like to recognize the lifetime achievements 
of Coach Jim Peckham and how instrumental he was 

to so many people through the sport of wrestling.  

 
 

Braintree  •  Woburn 
 

781-356-2000 
 

www.kafgroup.com 

 
Accounting & Auditing • Financial Services 

 
Business Valuations • Employee Benefits  

 
Crisis Management • Not-for-Profit 

 
Tax Compliance & Consulting  



Acuity Lighting  
extends our 

Congratulations  
to this evening’s  

deserving honorees.

acuitybrands.com

                                        
GE’s Industrial Solutions business creates advanced 
technologies that safely, reliably and efficiently  
distribute, protect and control electricity.

We salute the efforts and achievements of  
Coach Jim Peckham and  

the Massachusetts Chapter of the  
National Wrestling Hall of Fame.



omnilite

 salutes the individuals dedicated  

to fostering the sport of wrestling  

in the region.

omnilite.com

manufacturers within a particular 

product segment.  More than a listing 

of companies, the Omnilite Collection 

contains some of the most innovative, 

and independent manufacturers in the 

lighting industry.

leviton.com

Ryder Truck Rental
Congratulates the  

2014 James C. Peckham  
Scholarship Recipients

A leading provider of commercial transportation, logistics,  
and supply chain management solutions

www.ryder.com



We would like to congratulate Jim Peckham and Colin Kilrain  

for being the only two Massachusetts wrestlers who  

are in both the Massachusetts and National Chapters of the 

Wrestling Hall of Fame
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Satco Products, Inc.  
Manufacturer of quality lighting products to the electrical industry.

Atkore is an industry leader in the 
manufacturing of galvanized steel 
tubes and pipes, electrical conduit, 
armored wire and cable, metal 
framing systems and building 
components; serving a wide 
range of construction, electrical, 

automotive applications.

Atkore International salutes  
the 2014 James C. Peckham  

Scholarship Recipients

atkore.com





The Peckham Advisory Board would to thank 
all of the contributors to the James Peckham 
Scholarship Fund. 

The Fund provides financial assistance to deserving 
high school students who aspire to wrestle in 
college. The Peckham Advisory Board collaborates 
with the Massachusetts Chapter of the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame to perpetuate the legacy of 
Jim Peckham by selecting annual award recipients 
who embody the character and spirit of our beloved 
friend and mentor.

We would like to thank the Massachusetts Chapter of 
the National Wrestling Hall of Fame and one of its chief 
founding fathers, Jim Peckham, for all they have done to 
foster wrestling and to develop the moral fiber of those 
individuals involved and associated with wrestling.   

We are personally grateful for their accomplishments with 
these objectives, which have had a positive impact on our 
lives directly.

With gratitude, 
Barbara and Joe Cincotta



TRUE OUTSTANDING AMERICANS

While the sport of wrestling develops our youth as 
athletes, it more importantly develops them into better 
individuals and citizens. The character building one 
receives from time spent on and around the mat instills 
the ability both to face life’s challenges and overcome 
them. However, it isn’t the sport alone that produces 
this positive result. The individuals who coach, teach 
and mentor wrestlers, are the true architects of this 
achievement. As we all know, the truly caring and wise 
coach doesn’t focus on winning exclusively; he puts 
learning and character development above all.

In these most critical of matters, Coach Jim Peckham 
was exemplary. His credo of “Earning the right to 
win” isn’t solely about winning on the mat. It is 
about helping young people prepare themselves for 
life, both as individuals of high moral character and 
productive citizens. When that final whistle blows, 
and those wrestling shoes are left at center mat, 
one’s most important take-away should be the many 
character lessons imparted by our coaches. It is our 
beloved sport’s coaches, therefore, who are the true 
“Outstanding Americans.”



We would like to recognize 

Jim Peckham

 and 

Colin Kilrain 

for being the only two Massachusetts wrestlers 

who are in both the Massachusetts and 

National chapters of the hall of fame, as well as their 

inspiration to all those involved in wrestling.

Congratulations!

• 28 Locations throughout New England

• 60,000 Sq. Ft. Distribution Center

• Expert Switchgear & Lighting Teams

• 24-Hour Emergency Hotline 

• Online and Smartphone Ordering Capabilities

• Educational Seminars & Networking 
Opportunities

Needham Electric Supply is a leading 
full-service electrical distributor serving 
contractors, commercial and industrial 
companies, institutional accounts and 

national retail accounts.

needhamelectric.com


